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CRITICAL REFLECTION OF NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY (NEP-2020) IN TUNE
WITH TEACHER EDUCATION IN INDIA.
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Abstract

The study highlights the paradigm shift of Teacher Education & its innovative pedagogical
practices in twenty first century of India. Preparation of professional ethics in educational system is the
moto of'it. Holistic development or 360-degree development with cultural ethos and rootedness of Indian
Knowledge system the vision is envisaged by NEP-2020. This National Education Policy 2020 is the
first education policy of the 21st century and aims to address the many growing developmental
imperatives of our country. This Policy proposes the revision and revamping of all aspects of the
education structure, including its regulation and governance, to create a new system that is aligned with
the inspirational goals of 21st century education, including SDG4, while building upon India’s traditions
and value systems.Developing Twenty-first century skills i.e., critical thinking, collaboration,
Leadership skills, community participation, peer learning, problem solving, Integration of ICT in class
room teaching learning practices. The Present study encompasses the rooted ness of Indian tradition,
knowledge, cultural heritage, moral values should integrate in teacher education and its curricular
transaction.Integrated and multidisciplinary teacher education concept are being emerged in the
pedagogical thoughts of new education -policy and make it success in Implementation. Four years
integrated in a multidisciplinary Institution leads to the society to be very vibrant and engaging learning
society. It focusses the innovative idea, thoughts, beliefs, values, skills, dispositions, knowledge among
teachers and learners are reflected in real life situation in day today life. Society requires skillful and
competency-oriented citizen who can change the society as vibrant and sensible.“The vision of the
policy envisages in Transforming Indian Educational system are: Reflecting a human & truly global
citizen, Capable of rational thought and action, Rootedness of Indian culture and ethos and values,
provide high quality education to all, develop knowledge, skills, values and dispositions, preparing
vibrant knowledge society, Make India a global knowledge super power”. (Vision of NEP-2020)
KeyWords:Indian traditions, NEP-2020, 21%century Skills,ICT,Holistic Development.

Conceptual background:

The National Education Policy 2020 has highlighted the importance of moving towards
multidisciplinary learning in our classroom for preparing our future generation. NEP states that ‘the
world is undergoing rapid changes in the knowledge landscape.The aim of the National Education
Policy 2020 is to create an education system, which is deeply rooted in Indian ethos. India will
have the highest population of young people in the world over the next decade, and our ability to provide
high-quality educational opportunities to them will determine the future of our country. National
Education Policy-2020 focused ‘teachers and teacher educators’ major part of Teaching - learning
processes. Teachers truly shape the future of our children - and, therefore, the future of our nation. It is
because of this noblest role that the teacher in India was the most respected member of society. Society
gave teachers, or gurus, what they needed to pass on their knowledge, skills, and ethics optimally to
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students.The quality of teacher education is the most crucial input for improving the quality of school
education since the policies prepared for schools are to be implemented by the teachers, the teacher’s
needs to be prepared accordingly.The National Education Policy (NEP- 2020) is a new initiation of
India to improve the quality system of Education. It focuses the fullest development of child. It aims
toaddressthemanygrowingdevelopmentalimperativesofourcountry. The vision of NEP 2020, it is
imperative to foster an understanding of its principles, adopt practical recommendations outlined in
NCEF-SE 2023, and cultivate an experiential learning environment through innovative pedagogical
methods such as toy and game-based approaches, interdisciplinary teaching, and comprehensive
assessment reforms including holistic progress card. Additionally, ensuring that teachers and school
leaders are well-versed in NEP 2020 necessitates not only raising awareness but also enhancing their
competencies to effectively implement its mandates. This entails providing professional training
followed by ongoing support and follow-up measures.NEP 2020 also recommends that, the multi-
disciplinary institutions offering 4 Year B.Ed. (Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP)) can
offer 2-year B.Ed. and 1 Year B.Ed. programmes. Currently the different teacher education programmes
are being offered in standalone institutions, that offers only teacher education programmes with a few
visions and goal. As per the recommendation of NEP- 2020 it has to be shifted to a multidisciplinary
institutions or universities. There are few institutions across the country, which run 4 years integrated
and multidisciplinary courses such as B.Sc., B.Ed. and B.A., B.Ed. along with other under graduate and
post graduate programmes. If we need to offer ITEP courses in a large number of multi-disciplinary
Institutions a holistic framework in the form of guidelines will be helpful for teachers, teacher educators,
and students. This Policyproposes
therevisionandrevampingofallaspectsoftheeducationstructure,includingitsregulationandgovernance,tocr
eateanewsystemthat encompasseswith theinspirationalgoalsof21%' centuryeducation. It promotes
universal access to quality education in India. It aims to create the education system, which
provides potential skill based and Liberal education for the Nation.
How is NEP 2020 different from earlier Policies?

1. Restructuring education system from 10+2 pattern to 5+3+3+4 in School education

2. Shifted Teacher Education Stand-alone Institute/College to  Integrated

&multidisciplinary institutionandmake learning experiential and hands on.

3. NEP-2020 envisages the rootedness of Indian culture, values and ethos

4. Modify the assessment of Learning (Summative) to assessment for and as Learning
(Formative) which includes self- assessment, peer-assessment, teacher-assessment for 360
degree/holistic progress
Adoption of vocational education in middle stage (Grade: 6-8)
Shift rote learning to higher order thinking, critical thinking, inquiry and 21 century skills.
More focus on Digital literacy equipped with 21%* century skills.
Multilingualism classroom practices is the need of the hour
Teacher Education plays the vital role for preparing school teachers, whom will shape the
Nation strong. Teacher preparation is an activity that requires multidisciplinary perspectives.

@

Teachers must be rooted in Indian knowledge, values, languages, ethos, and traditions and well-
versed in the latest educational practices and pedagogy.
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Reflections on NEP-2020

Teachers and faculty as the heart of learning Process: their recruitment, Continuous professional
development (CPD), positive working environment and service conditions

Addressing 21°% Century skills (NEP-2020, 4.41)

Higher order skills and application of knowledge in real life situations rather than rote learning
Holistic/360-degree development of Learners

ECCE is the base of learning where allstudents feel cared, safe and stimulating learning
environment.

Foundational Literacy and Numeracy: an urgent & necessary prerequisite to learning (ability to
read, write and basic operation with numbers)

Experiential Learning: (Connection with real life situation, hands on learning, arts integrated,
sports-integrated and storytelling-based Pedagogy) (NEP-2020, 4.6)

Art Integrated Pedagogy: (Imbibe the Indian ethos through integration of Indian art and culture in
teaching and learning process)

Classroom transaction will shift towards Competency based learning.

Promoting Multilingualism: Grade- 3 onwards

Outstanding research is the major part of the new policy.

Continuous Professional Development (CPD):

NEP-2020 talks about in the areas of Continuous professional development (CPD), Curriculum
and Pedagogy, Learning Outcomes & competency-based assessment, Integration of ICT in Teacher
Education, curriculum, and inclusive education need to be developed, and capacity-building
programmes for teacher educators need to be organized and holistic development of teacher, teacher
educators and students as competency based and 360-degree manners.

NEP-2020 as reflected in NCF FS-2022:
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Foundational Stage:
During the foundational stages in the ages of 3 to 8 years child appropriate and high-quality ECCE must
be provided to all children
i. 3-6 years: Early childhood education programmes in Anganwadis, Balvatikas, or preschools.
Modalities: forming all-round good habits, continued attention to safety, care, health and nutrition
ii. 6-8 years: Early primary education programmes in school (Grades 1 and 2)
» Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN): (6-8 years)
Modalities: learning about the alphabet, languages, numbers, counting, colours, shapes, drawing/
painting, indoor and outdoor play, puzzles and logical thinking, art, craft, music, and movement. Age-
appropriate, physical, educational, and social activities through play-based / Toy-based Pedagogy for
better learning is base of these foundational stages of education.
> Holistic Development (bothinner and external development):
1. Annamaya kosha or the physical body, which is sustained and nourished by our food, health,
exercise, fitness, strength, development of senses, habit formation
2. Pranamaya kosha or the vital body/life force energy- balance and retention of energy, smooth
functioning of organ systems by activating nervous system.
3. Manomaya kosha - Emotional and mental development. concentration, peace, will power,
courage, virtues, happiness
4. Vigyanamaya kosha - intellectual/buddhi or understanding, the highly purified form of
thought. observation, experimentation, abstract thinking, linguistic skills, imagination,
creativity, power of discrimination
5. Anandamayakosha, or the causal body/inner self—through which we experience a kind of
bliss — spiritual.

Panchakosha Vikas

(NCFFS-2022) PanchKosh Vikas
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» Competency Based Assessment
The NEP-2020 has given greater emphasis on output potential concerning desired learning

outcomes. It further states that “In all stages, experimental learning will be adopted, including hands-on
learning, art-integrated and sports-integrated education, story—telling-based pedagogy, among others, as
standard pedagogy within each subject, and with exploration of relations among different subjects. To
close the gap in achievement of learning outcomes, classroom transactions will shift, towards
competency-based learning and education. The assessment tools (including assessment “as”, and “for”
learning) will also be aligned with the learning outcomes, capabilities, and dispositions as specified for
each subject of a given class. Keeping these in mind these documents need to be aligned with the
recommendations of NEP-2020.
Thrust Areas of Teacher Education & its Innovation:

* Experiential learning (NEP-2020, 4.6) (4.2, 4.5, 4.7, 5.15)

* Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP) (NEP-2020, 5.23, 15.5)

* Continuous Professional Development (CPD) (NEP-2020, 5.16)

* National Professional Standard for Teachers (NPST) (NEP-2020, 5.20)

* Indian Knowledge System (IKS) (NEP-2020, 4.27)

* B.Ed. Programme for Gifted/Advanced learners (NEP-2020, 4.43)

* Innovative Pedagogy & Research Practices (NEP-2020, 4.25, 13.4,13.7)

* Training of Master Trainer in DIETs/SCERTs (Region-wise) (NEP-2020, 5.19, 5.25)

Concluding Remarks:

Teacher education is vital role in creating a teacher that will shape the futuristic learner. The
quality of teacher education is the most crucial input for improving the quality of school education since
the policies prepared for schools are to be implemented by the teachers, the teacher’s needs to be
prepared accordingly.The National Education Policy-2020 highlights and stressed for 4-year B.Ed.
programmes will be the basic qualifications to become teachers at any level by 2030. The policy also
highlighted that “As teacher education requires multidisciplinary inputs, and education in high-quality
content as well as pedagogy, all teacher education programmes must be conducted within composite
multidisciplinary institutions.” Four-year undergraduate degrees with multiple entry and exit
options will be introduced.Quality secondary education for all is the key to reach out for economic
development, eliminating poverty and achieving sustainable development in country. Many
interventions are already underway to improve the quality of education. The duration of pre-service
secondary teacher education programme has been increased from one to two years with a view to prepare
teachers for quality education. Programmes for professional development of teachers on a continuing
basis are being organized. It is found that these interventions have a limited impact on the quality of
education, school education and teacher education.
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